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Abbreviations
Notes to ‘Plan For Your Future’
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

(
): Mentioned after the Prophet Muḥammad’s name and translated as “May God bless him and grant him peace.”
Iḥram: A state in which one is prohibited to practice certain deeds which are lawful at other times. The duties of Hajj and cUmrah are performed during such
state.
Talbiyah: Saying Labbaik Allãhumma Labbaik (O Allãh! I am obedient to Your Orders, I respond to Your Call).
Ash-Shahadah: Testimony of Faith. “None has the right to be worshipped but Allãh, and Muḥammad (
) is the Messenger of Allãh.”
Ghĩrah: This word covers a wide meaning: jealousy as regards women, and also it is a feeling of great fury and anger when one’s honor and prestige is injured or
challenged.
Zaqqũm: is a repulsive tree, its roots go deep into the bottom of Hell, its branches stretching all over.
Ghislĩn: A tree in Hellfire.
Ar-Rayyãn: The name of one of the gates of Paradise through which people who often observe Șaum (fast) will enter.
Firdaws: The middle and highest part of Paradise.
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Contemplate the Following Verses from the Qur’ãn:



Intercession
The Gathering 50000 years



Resurrection


Blowing of the Trumpet
The Grave



This World

1

“And the life of this world is but the comfort of delusion” (3:185).
“Nay, but you prefer the life of this world, whereas the Hereafter
is better and more lasting” (87:16, 17).
“Are you so content with the life of this world, rather than with
the Hereafter? Yet the enjoyment of the life of this world is in the
Hereafter but little” (9:38).
“And whoever desires the harvest of the Hereafter, We will
enhance for him his harvest; and whoever desires the harvest of
this world, We will give him of it; but in the Hereafter he will
have no sharer” (42:20).
Pleased we are with days gone by
Yet each day gone brings near our death.
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The Grave





Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “If you could only see when the evildoers are in the agonies of death and the angels
extend their hands, 'Give up your souls! Today you shall be requited with the chastisement of humiliation because
you used to say about God other than the truth” (6:93).
The chastisement of the grave befalls the disbeliever, the hypocrite and the believer. The bliss of the grave is solely
for the believer.
The believer is tormented in his grave for his ignorance of Allãh, negligence of his commands and for committing
sins. The grave can either be a garden out of the gardens of Paradise or a pit of the fires of Hell.
The Prophet
mentioned some sins that the deceased is punished for in his grave:
1- Not cleansing oneself after urinating (remaining impure after answering a call of nature).
2- Tale Bearing „Nãmĩmah‟ (spreading lies between two to stir up enmity).
3- „Ghulũl‟‟ (dishonesty regarding the spoils of war).
4- Lying (The liar will have the flesh of his cheeks torn to the back of his head).
5- Abandoning the Qur‟ãn (his head will be struck with a solid rock).
6- Adultery (he will be in a clay lined pit which will be set alight from beneath it).
7- Usury (one will swim in a river of blood and his mouth will be smashed with a rock).
8- Debts (his debt will prevent him from entering Paradise).

 Deliverance from the Torment of the Grave
1- Prayer, Fasting, Zakah (i.e. obligatory charity), doing righteous deeds such as being honest, maintaining
family ties and being good to others.
2- Seek refuge with Allãh from the torment of the grave.

 Those who bypass the Torment of the Grave
1- The martyr (al-Shahĩd) receives protection from the torment of the grave. (Tirmidhi)
2- Those who are positioned in the way of Allãh (al-Murabiṭ) will be secure from the affliction of the grave.
3- The Prophet
said, “Whosoever dies on Friday is saved from the trials of the grave.” (Aḥmad, Tirmidhi)
4- The Prophet
said, “One who dies of stomach disease will not be punished in the grave.”
(Nisa‟i, Tirmidhi)
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This World
The Grave
Blowing of the
Trumpet

Blowing of the Trumpet
The Trumpet: a Great Horn picked up by Israfĩl waiting to deliver the first blow



1- Blow of Terror: People will be in a state of fear and they will be swoon away (shall die) except those whom Allãh spares. Allãh
(Exalted is He) says, “…And the Trumpet will be blown, and whoever is in the heavens and whoever is in the earth will swoon,
except whomever God wills” (39:68).

Resurrection
The Gathering

2- Blow of Resurrection: People will rise from their graves. Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ …And the Trumpet is blown; and lo! they will
be scrambling out of their graves towards their Lord” (36:51).
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When Will the Trumpet be blown?
On Friday. The Messenger of Allãh
said, “The hour will not be established except on Friday.” (Mishkat al-Miṣbaḥ)
In another ḥadĩth the Messenger of Allãh
said, “The best of your days is Friday. On that day Adam (peace be upon him) was created;
on that day he died; on that day the Trumpet will be blown and on that day all of creation will swoon. So send a great deal of blessings
upon me, for your blessings will be shown to me.” („Abu Dawũd, an-Nisa‟i, Ibn Majah and al-Baihaqi)

The Pool
Testing the
Believers

How can one be Happy?
The Prophet
said, “How can I be happy when the Angel of the Trumpet has put it to his mouth, bent his forehead and inclined his
ear, waiting to hear the command to blow?” The Muslims said, “What shall we say O Messenger of Allãh?” He said, say, “For us Allãh
will suffice, He is the best disposer of affairs and we put our trust in Allãh, Our Lord.” (al-Albani in al-Silsilah)
Narrated „Abu Hurairah (may God be pleased with him), The Messenger of Allãh
said, “The gaze of the one who will blow the
Trumpet has been fixed since he was entrusted with it, looking towards the Throne, ready (to blow it), in case he will be commanded to
do so before he blinks, as if his eyes are two shining stars.” (Classed as Ṣaḥĩḥ by al-Ḥakim in al-Silsilah al-Ṣaḥĩḥah)

The Reckoning
Flying of The
Books

Number of Blows:

The Interval between the Two Blows
Narrated „Abu Hurairah (may God be pleased with him), the Prophet
said, “Between the two blows of the Trumpet there will be
forty.” The people said, “O Abu Hurairah forty days?” I refused to reply. They said, “forty months?” I refused to reply. They said,
“Forty years?” I refused to reply.” (Bukhari)



The Rain before the Second Blow
The Messenger of Allãh
said, “Then Allãh will send down rain which will be like dew and there will grow out of it the bodies of
people. Then the Trumpet will be blown again, and they will stand up and begin to look around.” (Muslim)

Paradise
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Resurrection
Resurrection: to raise the dead on the Day of Judgment
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The Bridge

said, “You will be resurrected in the same state in which you die.” (Muslim)

Man will be a new creation having new features. For example, he will not die no matter how many times he is punished or injured and
he will be able to see the Angels and the Jinn.

The First to be Resurrected:
The Prophet
(Muslim)

said, “I am the chief of all the sons of Adam on the Day of Judgment and the first to rise from the grave.”

The Prophet
said, “Do not give me superiority over Moses, for the people will fall unconscious on the Day of Resurrection, I
will be the first to regain consciousness and behold Moses will be standing there, holding the side of the Throne. I will not know
whether he has been one of those who have fallen unconscious and then regained consciousness before me, or if he has been one of
those exempted by Allãh (from falling unconscious).” (Bukhari)

Traits of Resurrection:
Mankind will be gathered barefoot, naked and uncircumcised. Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “As We began the first creation, We shall
repeat it - a promise binding on Us. Truly We shall do that” (21:104).
The one who is in a state of Iḥram2 will be resurrected reciting Talbiyah3 as for the martyr he will be resurrected with his blood gushing
forth, its color the color of blood and its scent that of musk. (Muslim and Aḥmad)
It is recommended to teach the dying Ash-Shahadah4 so that he may be resurrected as one of the people of Paradise.

The Growth of a Human Body:
Man will be made from a small bone called the coccyx bone (end part of the spinal cord), when in contact with water it grows. The
Prophet
said, “Then Allãh will send down water from the sky and people will grow like green vegetables.” The whole body of a
human will disintegrate except for one bone and that is the coccyx bone from which all creation will be brought back into being on
the Day of Resurrection.

The Hellfire
The Arched Bridge

The Prophet

Human Form on the Day of Resurrection:




Flying of The
Books

Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ The day when God will raise them all together, He will then inform them of what they did. God has kept
count of it, while they forgot it. And God is Witness to all things” (58:6).



The Bodies of Prophets do not Disintegrate:
The Prophet

said, “Allãh has forbidden the earth to consume the bodies of the Prophets.” (Bukhari)
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The Gathering
The Gathering: Gathering of humanity on the Day of Judgment to be reckoned and judged.

 The Land of Gathering:
Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “The day when the earth will be changed to other than the earth and the heavens, and they
(people) shall come forth to Allãh, the One, the Almighty” (14:48).
The Prophet
said describing the earth, “ On the Day of Arising mankind shall be gathered upon a white land like a pure
loaf of bread (made form pure fine flour) and will have no landmarks (mountains or rocks).” (Bukhari)

 The State of People on this Day:
Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ O mankind, fear your Lord. Surely the earthquake of the Hour [of Doom] is a tremendous
thing. On the day when you behold it, every nursing female will neglect her suckling, and every pregnant female will
deliver her burden, and you will see mankind [as though] drunk, yet they will not be drunk” (22:1, 2).
The Almighty also states, “ On that day hearts will be trembling, their eyes humbled” (79:8, 9);
and “So when the [deafening] Cry comes, the day when a man will flee from his [own] brother, and his mother and his
father, and his wife and his sons, every person that day will have a matter to preoccupy him” (80:33-37).

 The Day’s Duration and Length:
Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ To Him ascend the angels and the Spirit in a day whose span is fifty thousand years” (70:4)
Due to its length people would think they only stayed on earth an hour.
He also states that “on the day when He shall gather them as if they had not tarrie, but an hour of the day” (10:45).
And “on the Day when the Hour comes the guilty shall swear that they had not remained more than an hour” (30:55).

 Allãh’s Description of the Day:
Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ Assuredly these love the transitory [life] and leave behind them a burdensome day” (76:27).
Allãh (Exalted is He) also says, “ When the Trumpet is blown, there will be no more ties [of kinship] between them on that
day, nor will they question one another” (23:101).
And “Do such [individuals] not know for certain that they will be resurrected, for an awful day, a day when mankind will
rise before the Lord of the Worlds?” (83:4-6).
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Description of the Day of Judgment
Allãh (Exalted is He) gives an account of what will happen to the Universe as follows:



Resurrection
The Gathering

The Prophet
said, “On the Day of Resurrection Allãh will hold the whole earth and fold the heaven with
His right hand and say, 'I am the King: where are the kings of the earth?”

Intercession

The Almighty also states, “Thus when the Trumpet is blown with a single blast, and the earth and the mountains
are lifted and levelled with a single levelling” (69:13, 14).
“On the day when the heaven will heave with a great heaving” (52:9),
“And when the heaven is split open, and it turns crimson like tanned leather” (55:37).
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The Earth and the Heaven:
“…And they do not esteem God as He should be esteemed. And the entire earth will be in His grasp on the Day of
Resurrection, and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand. Glory be to Him! And exalted be He above
what they associate!” (39:67).





The Hellfire



The Arched Bridge



The Mountains:
“They will question you concerning the mountains. Say: 'My Lord will scatter them as ashes. Then He will leave
them a level hollow, wherein you will see neither crookedness, nor any curving” (20:105, 106, 107).
The Oceans:
“When the seas are burst forth” (82:3).
The Sun:
“When the sun is folded away” (81:1).
The stars:
“when the stars are dispersed” (82:2).
The Moon:
“But when the eyes are dazzled and the moon is eclipsed” (75:7, 8).

Paradise
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On the Day of Resurrection, the sun draws so close to the people that there would be left a distance of only one
mile. The Prophet
said, “The people will be submerged in perspiration according to their deeds, some up to
their ankles, some up to their knees, some up to the waist and some would have the bridle of perspiration (and,
while saying this, the Messenger of Allãh put his hand towards his mouth).” (Muslim)
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Satan’s Speech:
“Satan will say when the matter has been decided: „Truly God promised you a promise of truth, whereas I
promised you, then failed you, for over you I had no warrant, except that I called you and you responded to me.
So do not blame me, but blame yourselves. I cannot heed your [distress] call, nor can you heed mine. Lo! I
disbelieved in your making me an associate of God formerly. Truly for the evildoers there shall be a painful
chastisement‟” (14:22).

The Scales

Testing the
Believers

Disputation:
On this day the weak will dispute with the haughty, the disbeliever with his associate Satan and his bodily parts
cursing one another. As for the wrong-doer he will bite at his hands saying: “If only I did not take so and so a
friend.” On that day he will wish he followed the Prophet , being part of his Nation and one of his
companions.

Intercession

Flying of The
Books

Closeness of the Sun:



The Status of the Disbeliever:
“They will [however] be made to see them. The guilty one will desire to ransom himself from the chastisement of
that day at the price of his children, and his companion, and his brother, and his kin that had sheltered him, and
all who are on earth, if it might then deliver him” (70:11- 14).
When the disbeliever sees Hell being dragged forth with its 70,000 bridles, each bridle being pulled by 70,000
Angels, he wishes he could sacrifice himself from this painful torment. His state will be that of sighs and
humiliation.
“The disbeliever will say, „This is a hard Day‟” (54:8) wishing for death and degradation,
“The disbeliever will say, „O would that I were dust!‟” (78: 40).
7

This World
The Grave
Blowing of the
Trumpet

The Gathering
Description of the Day of Judgment



Some of the sins that the believer is punished for on this day are:
1. Failure to pay Zakah: his property will resemble a snake which will encircle his neck. His wealth will be made into slabs
of fire by which he will be tortured with.
2. The Prophet
said, “ The arrogant will be gathered like ants in the form of men. Humiliation will overwhelm them from
all sides.”
3. Allãh will not speak to or purify those who have concealed that which Allãh has sent down; who take false oaths for
worldly pleasures; who remind others of their favors; who pledge allegiance to an Imam (leader) just for some worldly
benefit, and then if the Imam bestows on him (something out of that) he fulfills his allegiance; and if does not give him,
he does not fulfill it; who deny their surplus to the wanderer; who commit fornication (in particular the old man); Rulers
who lie; the poor and arrogant; those that disobey their parents; women who imitate men; men who have no ghĩrah5; men
who commit anal intercourse with their wives and those that let their garments hang down below the ankles.
4. The blessed rich excluding those who spend it in the way of Allah.
5. The treacherous, the Prophet
said, “Every traitor will have a banner on the Day of Resurrection and it will be said,
“This is the betrayer of so-and-so.” (Bukhari)
6. „Ghulũl‟ (stealing from war booty before the rightful distribution); the one who seizes land unlawfully; the two faced,
the Prophet
said, “Worst of people on the Day of Judgment who comes to you in a face and to others in another.”
7. The ruler who keeps to himself; those who ask yet are sufficient; spitting while facing the Qiblah and the one who lies
about his dreams.
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The Status of the Disobeying Believers:



The Status of the Pious:
They will not feel terror nor will they be fearful on this day. To them it will be like a Ẓuhur or cAsr prayer.
Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ Indeed those to whom [the promise of] the best reward went beforehand from Us, they will be
kept away from it. They will not hear the faintest sound from it and they will abide in what their souls desired. The Supreme
Terror shall not grieve them, and the angels shall receive them, this is your day, the one which you were promised”
(21:101-103).
The Great Terror is the day when all will rise from their graves and gather, and a herald will say, “ Assuredly God's friends,
no fear shall befall them, neither shall they grieve” (10:62).

Paradise
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The Gathering
Deeds of benefit to you on that day
As the sun is brought down above the heads of the nations, there will be seven types of people who shall take shade under the Throne and
they are:
1) A just imam, 2) a young person who kept busy in Allãh's worship, 3) a person whose heart is attached to the mosque, 4) two people who
loved each other for Allãh's sake, gathered for His sake and parted, remembering Him, 5) a man who was invited by a beautiful and
charming woman but declined her offer, saying "I fear Allãh"; 6) a person who gave charity secretly that their left hand did not know what
was given by the right hand, and 7) a person who remembered Allãh privately that his eyes brimmed with tears.
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The Prophet
said, “He who removes from a believer one of his difficulties of this world, Allãh (Sublime and Exalted is He)
will remove one of his troubles on the Day of Judgment.” (Mishkat al-Miṣbaḥ)
The Prophet
said, “He who finds relief for a hard-pressed person, Allãh will make things easy for him on the Day of
Judgment.” (Mishkat al- Miṣbaḥ)
The Prophet
said, “Those who act justly will be seated upon pulpits of light before Allãh (Sublime and Exalted is He). They
will be those who are just in their decisions; in matters relating to their families and in all that is referred to them.” (Muslim)
The Prophet
said, “The martyr has six virtues one of which, he will be safe from the greater terror of the Day of
Resurrection.” (Mishkat al-Miṣbaḥ)
The Prophet
said, “al-Murabiṭ (positioned in the way of Allãh), will be safe from the greater terror.” (Ṣaḥĩḥ al-Jamic alṢaghĩr)
The Prophet
said, “Whoever holds back his anger, Allãh will cover his faults and whoever suppresses his fury while being
able to execute it, Allãh will fill his heart with satisfaction on the Day of Resurrection.” (Mishkat al-Miṣbaḥ)
The Prophet
said, “Whoever frees a slave Allãh will redeem him from Hellfire”. (Aḥmad)
The Prophet
said, „The mou‟adhinĩn (the one who calls for prayer) will have the longest necks on the Day of Resurrection.”
(Ṣaḥĩḥ Muslim)
The Prophet
said, “Whoever turns grey for the sake of Allãh, his grey hair will be a light for him on the Day of Resurrection.”
(Ṣaḥĩḥ al-Jamic al-Ṣaghĩr)
The Prophet
said, “My Nation will be called on the Day of Judgment in such a state that their foreheads will be glowing
brightly because of the effects of ablution.” (Bukhari)

As for the disbeliever, his good deeds of charity, kinship and spending in the way of good, will not benefit him. Allãh (Exalted is He)
describes their deeds saying, “ …And as for those who disbelieve, their works are like a mirage in a plain which the thirsty man supposes to
be water until he comes to it and finds it to be nothing, and he finds God there, Who pays him his account in full; and God is swift at
reckoning” (24:39). On the Day of Judgment the disbeliever thinks his deeds will be of use to him but in reality they have neither weight
nor value as they are unfounded. The Sublime also states, “Whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him;
and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers” (3:85).
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Intercession
Intercession: to intervene for others to get an advantage or to ward off a disadvantage
Intercession is twofold:
Special Intercession: This is the Greatest Intercession of the Prophet
petitioning for the entire human race in
order that Allãh (Sublime and Exalted is He) will relieve them of the momentous anxiety of the Day of
Gathering, and commence reckoning.
2- General intercession: This if for the disobedient among his community asking Allãh (Sublime and Exalted is He) to save
them from Hellfire. This Intercession is for the Prophet as well as other Prophets, Angels and Believers with the permission
of Allãh (Exalted is He), “ Who is there, that shall intercede with Him save by His leave ?” (2:255). In addition to His permission,
Allãh the Almighty has to approve the intercessor and the person who is the subject of intercession. “ ... And they do not
intercede except for him with whom He is satisfied” (21:28)
1-

The Greatest Intercession:
Narrated Anas: The Prophet
said, “ On the Day of Resurrection the Believers will assemble and say, 'Let us ask somebody
to intercede for us with our Lord.' So they go to Adam (upon him be peace) and say, 'You are the father of mankind; Allãh
created you with His Hand, and blew into you something of His spirit, and did command the Angels to fall down before you in
prostration. Intercede for us with your Lord so that He may relieve us from this place.' But Adam (upon him be peace) replies
to them, saying, 'I am not fit for this (i.e. intercession for you).' Then Adam (upon him be peace) remembers his sin and feels
ashamed thereof and says, 'Go to Noah (upon him be peace), for he was the first Apostle to the people of the earth.' They go to
him and Noah (upon him be peace) says, 'I am not fit for this undertaking.' He remembers his sin and feels ashamed thereof
and says, 'Go to Abraham the Friend of Allãh (upon him be peace).'They make their way to Abraham (upon him be peace) but
he says to them, 'I am not fit for this undertaking go to Moses (upon him be peace) whom Allãh honored with the bearing of
His message (The Torah) and speech to mankind‟ he will say, 'I am not fit for this undertaking' and he remembers his sin and
feels ashamed thereof, and he says, 'Go to Jesus (upon him be peace) Allãh's Word and Spirit. Jesus says, 'I am not fit for this
undertaking, go to Muḥammad (May Allãh bless him and grant him peace) whom Allãh has forgiven him his former and
forthcoming sins.'
The Prophet
says, “ So they come to me. Then I ask my Lord's permission and I will be given it. When I see my Lord, I
will fall down in prostration before Him and He will let me remain in that state as long as He wishes and then I will be
addressed.' O Muḥammad! Lift up your head. Ask, and you will be answered; plead for intercession, and it will be granted to
you.' So I raise my head then Allãh inspires in me such praises and great glorification of Him as were never inspired in anyone
before me, then I will intercede. He will fix a limit for me (to intercede for) whom I will admit into Paradise. Then I will come
back again to Allãh, and when I see my Lord, the same thing will happen to me. And then I will intercede and Allãh will fix a
limit for me to intercede whom I will let into Paradise.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
In another ḥadĩth by Ibn cAbbas it is narrated that Allãh (Sublime and Exalted is He) will say, “ O Muḥammad what do you
want me to do with your nation” And I (Muḥammad) will say, “ O Allãh hasten their reckoning.”
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The Reckoning
Reckoning is when Allãh (Exalted is He) reveals our deeds to us. “Truly to Us will be their return, then truly with Us will lie their
reckoning.” (88:25-26). This Follows Intercession
 On the Day of Reckoning people will stand before Allãh (Exalted is He) to be told about the deeds they did, the words they said, how
they lived their lives; whether in belief, disbelief, righteousness or divergence.
 Nations will be on their knees once they are called to account. Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ …And you will see every community. Every
community will be summoned to its record: „Today you will be requited for what you used to do” (45:28).
 Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ What do they wait for that God shall come to them in the shadows of clouds, and the angels? The matter is
determined, and to God all matters are returned” (2:210). The Verse talks about the presence of Allãh and the Angels, what an
honorable standing!
 Allãh (Exalted is He) will set the court to judge between the servants who will stand in rows before Him to be accounted. “ …And they
shall be presented before your Lord in ranks” (18:48).
 The disbelievers will be held accountable for their ridicule after being presented with proofs. Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ …And on
the day when He will call to them and say, „Where [then] are My partners, those whom you used to claim ?‟” (28: 62). The punishment
inflicted on them will vary according to their deeds. The Hellfire is of different grades one below the other, thus the greater the
disbelief, the greater the torment.
 Allãh (Exalted is He) will bring forward witnesses, “ Nor do you recite anything regarding it by way of the Qur‟ãn, nor do you perform
any action — but We are witnesses over you when you are engaged therein” (10: 61). The greatest witness on that day will be Allãh
their Lord and Creator in addition to the angels, the people, the earth, the days, the nights, their wealth, and their bodily parts.
 Allãh (Sublime and Exalted is He) will question them about their deeds in their lives, “ By your Lord, We shall question them all about
what they used to do” (15:92, 93). The bondsman will be asked about four things, his lifespan; his youth; his wealth and his knowledge
as well as the bliss he enjoyed in life. “ Then, on that day, you will assuredly be questioned about the comforts [of the world]” (102:8).
He will also be asked about his covenants, his hearing, his sight and his heart.
 Allãh (Exalted is He) will draw the believer near to him and veil him. He will then be made to confess his sins, and just as he thinks
that he is ruined, Allãh (Exalted is He) will say, “I concealed your sins in the world and I will forgive you today”. As regards, the
infidels and hypocrites, their reckoning will take place in front of all the people without any veil.
 All people will be reckoned except for the 70,000 excluded by the Prophet
, among them is cUkasha Bin Miḥsin (may God be
pleased with him). They are those who do not resort to cauterization or charm or to drawing omens from birds and who set their trust in
their Lord.
 The first nation to be called to account will be that of Prophet Muḥammad
. They will be the last nation to assemble and the first to
be reckoned.
 The first thing that people will be held accountable for on the Day of Judgment concerning the Rights of Allãh will be their prayers. As
for the rights of mankind the first thing they will be asked about will be in respect of their participation in bloodshed.
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Flying of the Books
 At the final stage of the Inquisition each servant is given his book which is a complete register of his deeds
throughout his life.
 The book is a journal of deeds recorded by the angels. Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ Then as for him who is given
his book in his right hand, he will receive an easy reckoning, and return to his family, joyful. But as for him who
is given his book from behind his back, he will pray for annihilation, and he will enter the Blaze” (84:7-12).
How One Receives the Book:
1- The believer will receive his book in his right hand and as soon as he looks at it he will be delighted and rejoiced.
Allãh (Exalted is He) says describing the believer, “Then as for him who will be given his Record in his right hand
will say, „Here! Read my Book! I was truly certain that I would encounter my account‟. So he will enjoy a
pleasant living, in a lofty Garden, whose clusters are in easy reach. „Eat and drink in enjoyment for what you
did in advance in former days‟” (69:19-23).
2- The infidels and the hypocrites will receive their books in their left hand in a state of distress and grief. Allãh
(Exalted is He) says, “But as for him who is given his book in his left hand, he will say, „O would that I had not
been given my book, and not known what my account were! O would that it had been the [final] end. My
wealth has not availed me. My authority has gone from me.‟ Seize him, then fetter him then admit him into
Hell-fire” (69:25-31).
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Terrifying Situation:
c

A‟ishah (may Allãh be pleased with her) asked the Prophet
, “Will we remember those we loved, and our
families?” He replied, “There shall be three places in which a man shall remember no one but himself, When the
Scales are erected and actions are weighed to see whether his balance shall be heavy or light; and upon the Flying
of Books to see if he is to receive it in his right hand or in his left; and at the Bridge.”
When the book of deeds is presented to them it will be said, “This Our Record speaks about you with truth. Verily
We were recording what you used to do (i.e. Our angels used to record your deeds)” (45:29).
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The Scales
The Scales are what Allãh (Exalted is He) will set up on the Day of Judgment to weigh the deeds,
“And We shall set up the just balances for the Day of Resurrection and no soul shall be wronged in any way” (21:47).
 The scales are used to weigh the deeds to determine the recompense. This follows the reckoning to assess the deeds.
 It is a real and precise scale with two pans big enough to weigh the heavens and the earth. “ …And We shall set up the just balances for
the Day of Resurrection and no soul shall be wronged in any way; and even if it, be the weight of a [single] mustard seed, We shall
produce it, and We suffice as reckoners” (21:47).
The Prophet
said, “The Scales will be presented on the Day of Judgment, They are wide enough to weigh the heavens and
the earth. The angels will say, “O Allãh who will they be used for?” He will say, “To whomsoever I please from my servants”, then
the angels will say, “Praise to you Allãh we did not truly worship you as we should have.” (Silsilat Aḥadĩth Ṣaḥiḥah)
The Deeds that Weigh Heavily in the Scales
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 The Prophet



said, “Two words, light on the tongue, heavy in the scale, and dear to the Most Merciful:
„Transcendent is Allãh and by His praises‟, (and) „Transcendent is Allãh the Formidable and by His praises.‟ (Jamic al-Uṣũl)
The Prophet
said, “Purity is half of Iman (faith), and saying, „Praise belongs to Allãh‟ fills the scale and „Transcendent is Allãh‟
fills that which is between heaven and earth.
There is nothing heavier in a person's scale on the Day of Judgment than morality and Allãh (Exalted is He) detests
he who is vulgar and foul. (Ṣaḥĩḥ al-Jamic al-Ṣaghĩr)

Ḥadĩth of the Card
At-Tirmidhi narrated that cAbdullãh bin cAmr (may God be pleased with them) said, “The Messenger of Allãh
said, On the Day of
Requital, Allãh (Exalted is He) will bring out a man from among my followers, in the presence of all creatures, and ninety-nine volumes will
be placed before him, each of which will be as long as the eye can see. It will, then, be said to him, „These are your Books of Deeds, do you
deny any of the deeds mentioned in them? Have Our angels who kept a watch on your actions and recorded them been unjust to you‟ He will
reply, „No, my Lord! ‟ Allãh (Exalted is He) will then say, „Have you any excuses to offer?‟ He will reply, „No, my Lord, I have no
excuses.‟ Then Allãh (Exalted is He) will say, „You have with Us a virtuous deed and on this day there is no injustice‟. Upon it, a card is
produced on which will be written: I affirm that there is no God but Allãh and I affirm that Muḥammad is His Slave and Messenger. The
bondsman will, then, be told to make his way to the place where his deeds were to be weighed. The bondsman will, thereupon, submit, „O
Lord! What comparison does this card bear with the volumes? „No‟, Allãh (Exalted is He) will say, „You will not be dealt with unjustly. ‟
After it, the ninety-nine volumes will be placed in one pan of the Balance and the card in the other, and the card will be heavier than the
ninety-nine volumes. Nothing, [indeed], can be weightier than the name of Allãh.” (Jami‟ Al-Uṣũl)
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The Pool
Allãh will Honor His Slave Muḥammad

on this day by giving him a wide Pool

Features of the Pool:







It is whiter than milk and sweeter than honey.
Its fragrance is akin to musk. Its goblets are like the stars of the sky.
The water of this pool will come from the river of al-Kawthar which is in Paradise.
A pool to which my nation will come and whoever drinks from it will never thirst thereafter.
The Pool is (as big as) the distance of a month‟s (journey). Its length and width are equal.
Every Prophet will have a pool and they will be looking to see who has the largest number of followers coming to
him. The Prophet
said, “I hope I will have the largest number.” (Tirmidhi)
 From among the Prophet‟s Nation some will be driven back harshly from the Pool. The Prophet
will say, “They are my companions.” It will be said, “You do not know what they did after you were
gone.” (Bukhari & Muslim)
 Abu Hurairah (may God be pleased with him) reported: Verily Allãh‟s Messenger
said, “My Pool extends
beyond the distance between Sanca‟ in Yemen and „Aylah (a bygone city off the Red Sea coast, east of the
Sinai Peninsula, near the Gulf of cAqabah, and south of Gaza). Its water is whiter than ice and sweeter than
honey with milk; its goblets outnumber the stars. Verily I shall prevent the (faithless) people just as a man
prevents the camels of the people from his fountain.” The companions said, “Messenger of Allãh, will you
recognize us on that day?” He said, “Yes, you will have distinctive marks which nobody among the peoples
(except you) will have; you will come to me with blazing forehead and bright hands and feet on account of the
traces of ablution.” (Muslim)
In another ḥadĩth Anas (may God be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet
of gold and silver whose number is as the stars of the sky.” (Muslim)
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Testing of the Believers
On the last Day of Gathering the servants will either be driven to Heaven or Hell. The nation of disbelievers will
follow the deity they worshiped. Those who worshiped the sun will follow the sun and so on. They will gather in
groups in the Hellfire like a herd of sheep. “ …And those who disbelieve will be driven to Hell in troops” (39:71).
They will gather faces down, “Those who will be gathered on their faces toward Hell: they will be in the worst
place and furthest astray from the way” (25:34).
There will remain the believers and the hypocrites. Then Allãh (Exalted is He) will say to them “What are you
waiting for? They say: “We wait our Lord.” He will then uncover His Shin whereupon every believer will
prostrate before Him except the hypocrites, they will not be able to prostrate. “The day when the shank is bared
and they are summoned to prostrate themselves, but they will not be able to do so” (68:42).
Then the believers will follow their Lord. The bridge will be laid, and they will be given their light by which they
will cross the bridge as for the hypocrites their light will be put out.
It is narrated in Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurairah (may God be pleased with him) that the
Prophet
said in answer to the question of the companions, “Shall we see our Lord on the Day of
Resurrection?" Prophet Muḥammad
replied, "Do you have any doubt in seeing the full moon on a clear (not
cloudy) night?" They replied, "No, O Allãh‟s Messenger!" He said, "You will see Allãh (your Lord) on the Day of
Judgment. Allãh (Exalted is He) will gather the people and say, Follow that which you worshiped. There are those
who will follow the sun, some will follow the moon, and those who will follow other deities. Only this nation
(Muslims) will be left with its hypocrites.
Then Allãh (Exalted is He) will come to them in a form other than what they know, and He will say, 'I am Your
Lord.' They will say, 'We shall stay in this place until our Lord comes to us and when our Lord comes, we will
recognize Him. Then Allãh the Almighty will come to them again in a form that they know and say, 'I am your
Lord.' They will say, 'You are our Lord.' The Sublime will call them, and a bridge will be laid across Hell and I
(Muḥammad) shall be the first to cross it. On that day all the Messengers will be saying, 'O Allãh! Save us.' There
will be hooks like the thorns of sacdan in Hell. The Prophet
asked, “ Have you seen the thorns of sacdan?" The
people said, "Yes" He said, "These hooks will be like the thorns of sa cdan but nobody except Allãh knows their
greatness in size and these will entangle the people according to their deeds; some of them will fall and stay in
Hell forever; others will receive punishment and will get out of Hell.
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The Bridge
al-Ṣĩraṭ is a bridge stretched over Hell upon which all believers will pass to get to Paradise. “There is not one of you
but shall come to it” (19:71).
Its Features:
 Upon being asked: "What is the bridge?" The Prophet
said, “(It is) slippery. On it, there are hooks, tongs and
c
spits like the thorns that are found in Najd known as as-sa dan.” (Bukhari)
 It is narrated on the authority of Abu Sa cĩd al-Khudrĩ (may God be pleased with him): “I have come to know that
the bridge would be thinner even than the hair and sharper than the sword ...” (Muslim)
 Those who will pass over it are the believers and the hypocrites only and that is after the disbelievers have been
thrown into Hellfire.
The Passage over Hellfire is of Twofold:
1- The passing of the disbelievers over Hellfire: means to enter. Allãh (Exalted is He) says, “ He will go before his
people on the Day of Resurrection, and he will lead them to the Fire - an evil place for those entering it!” (11:98).
2- The passing of the monotheist believers over Hellfire: means to cross the bridge based on one‟s deeds. Some will
pass as fast as the blink of an eye, some as fast as the blowing of the wind, some as birds fly, and some as fast as a
quick horse. Some people will pass safely while others will be scratched or taken down into the Fire.



The first to cross the bridge from among the Prophets will be Muḥammad
followed by his nation. The
Prophet
said, “I (Muḥammad) shall be the first amongst the Apostles to cross it with my followers. Nobody
except the Apostles will then be able to speak and they will be saying then, 'O Allãh! Save us.” (Bukhari)
Allãh (Exalted is He) will save those who are pious. “ Then We will deliver those who were wary and leave those
who did wrong crouching therein” (19:72).

In the Commentary on the Creed of Imam al-Ṭaḥawĩ it is said, “This is the stage where the hypocrites separate from
the believers. They will lag behind while the believers precede them. A wall will prevent them from reaching the
believers.
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Al-Baihaqi narrated on the authority of Masrũq and cAbdullãh saying,
“Allãh (Exalted is He) gathers the people on the Day of Judgment…. Until he said, some are given light like a
mountain emanating from between their hands. Some of them will have light that exceeds that. Some will be given
their light which seems like a palm tree in their right hand. Some are given more light than that until the last pe rson
is given his light the size of his big toe (it lights for a little while then goes out then lights again). When it lights, he
advances and when it goes out he stops…..They will cross the bridge which is sharper than a sword and very
slippery. Then it is said to them, proceed equal to your light. There are those who will pass like the swooping down
of a star. Others like the wind; some will pass like a blink of an eye and others will be dragging themselves.”
The speed in which a person passes over the bridge depends on his or her good deeds (their light). The more the
good deeds, the faster and easier the passage will be. The person whose light does not exceed his big toe will pass
over the bridge with one hand clinging and the other hand slipping; with one leg slipping and the other one hanging
on. The fire will burn his sides. After they pass over the bridge that goes over the Hellfire, they will say, “All praise
to God who saved us from you (the fire), after we saw you and He gave us what He did not give anyone else.”
(Bukhari)
Allãh (Exalted is He) describes the believer passing over the bridge in the Qur‟ãn as follows:
“The day when you will see the believing men and believing women with their light shining forth before them and on
their right: „Good tidings for you on this day: Gardens underneath which rivers flow, wherein you will abide. That is
the great success‟ The day when the hypocrites, men and women, will say to those who believe, „Look at us that we
may glean something of your light!‟ It will be said: „Step back and seek light!‟ Then there will be set up between
them a wall with a gate, the inner side of which contains mercy, and the outer side of which faces toward the
chastisement. They will call out to them, „Did we not use to be with you?‟ They will say, „Yes, indeed! But you
caused your souls to fall into temptation, and you awaited, and you doubted, and [false] hopes deceived you until
God‟s ordinance came; and the Deceiver deceived you concerning God. So on this day no ransom will be taken from
you nor from those who disbelieved. Your abode will be the Fire: it will be your guardian, and an evil destination!‟”
(57:12-15).
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The Hellfire
The disbelievers enter Hellfire. The believers and the hypocrites head towards the bridge
The Gates of Hell:

It has 7 doors. The Fire as we know it is one seventieth part of the Fire of Hell.

Its Inhabitants:

The distance between the shoulders of the disbelievers has been described as being equivalent
to three days walking with his molar being as large as mount Uḥud and his skin will be
stretched a three day journey‟s length.

Their Drink and Food:

Hot boiling water will be poured over their heads penetrating into their internal organs
seeping out of their feet. If but one drop of Zaqqũm6 was to fall on earth, it would
spoil all the provisions of the people of this world. Their food is of Ghisllĩn7
which refers to a collection of foul liquids from their bodies.

The Least Punished:

The least tormented of Hell‟s denizens shall wear sandals of fire, the heat of which will cause
one's brain to boil.

Its Depth:

Hell is so deep that if a rock were to be thrown into it, it would travel for 70 years to reach its
floor.

Its Fuel:

The disbelievers, those who worship other than Allãh (Sublime and Exalted is He) and the
stones are its fuel. Ibn Mascũd said the stones are of brimstone.

Its Heat:

The air of Hell will be hot wind, its shade will be the shadow of black smoke, and its water will
be boiling. The Fire consumes everything, leaving nothing untouched. It burns skin reaching
all the way to the bones, mounting up to the hearts.

Its Speech:

When they see it from a distance, they will hear its fury and its raging sigh calling those who
are cruel, proud and arrogant.

Most People are in Hell:

Those who enter Hell are far more than those who enter Heaven. “ …Yet, most people however
eager you might be, will not believe.” (12:103).

Their Clothes:

The clothes of the sinners will be highly inflammable.

Types of Torment:

Roasting of skins, melting (pouring boiling water over their heads), scorching of faces, dragging
(being dragged on their faces into Hell), blackening of faces, fire surrounding them from all
directions, fire mounting right up to their hearts, their entrails will be spilled out in the fire, use
of chains, fetters and hammers to bind them, and being accompanied by their objects
of worship and their devils in Hell.
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Once the injustices are settled, the believers enter Heaven having no hard feelings against one another. Allãh
(Exalted is He) says, “ …And We remove whatever rancor may be in their breasts. As brethren, [they shall
recline] upon couches, facing one another” (15:47).

Intercession
The Reckoning



Narrated by Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allãh
said, “Whoever has wronged his brother, should ask
for reparation for his iniquities, as there will be neither a Dinar nor a Dirham. (He should seek forgiveness in
this life) before the good deeds are taken from him and made over to his adversaries as a compensation for
their rights (which he had abused) should these good deeds be exhausted before his obligation is discharged
then he will be assigned some of their sins.” (Bukhari)



Narrated by Jabir bin cAbdullãh bin Anĩs, I once heard Allãh‟s Messenger
say, “It is not proper for any of
Heaven‟s people, when any of the people of Hell have been wronged by him, that he should take his place in
Heaven until the latter has exacted retribution from him; neither is it right that any of Hell‟s people should enter
Hell when he has a grievance against any of Heaven‟s people until he has exacted retribution from him, even
for no more than a slap.” And we said, “How shall that be, when we have come to God (Great and Glorious is
He!) naked and barefoot?” And he replied, with good and evil works.” (Fatḥ al-Bari)
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Abu Sacĩd al-Khudrĩ (may God be pleased with him) reported Allãh‟s Messenger
as saying, “When the
believers pass safely over the bridge across Hell, they will be held back at an arched bridge between Hell and
Heaven where they will retaliate against one another for the injustices done among them in the world. When
they are purified of all their sins, they will be admitted to Heaven. By Him in Whose hands the life of
Muḥammad
is, everybody will recognize his dwelling in Heaven better than he recognizes his dwelling in
this world.” (Bukhari, Fatḥ al-Bari)
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Paradise
Its Buildings:
The Wall of Paradise is of gold and silver bricks, its rocks are of pearls and jewels and its soil is of musk and
saffron. Whoever performs 12 Rukcah (unit of prayer) in a day will have a house built for him in Paradise.
Its Gates:
Paradise has eight gates, and one of them is called ar-Rayyãn8, through which none will enter but those who
observed fasting. The width of the gate is a distance of three days walking but there will come a time when it will be
very crowded.
Its Levels:
In Paradise there are one hundred levels, the distance between each of them is like that between the sky and the earth
and the one called the Firdaws9 is the highest level. From it springs the four rivers of Paradise and above it is the
Throne (cArsh) of the Most Merciful". (Bukhari)
Its rivers:
They are; a river of water, a river of milk, a river of wine and a river of honey. In addition to al-Kawthar river which
is whiter than milk and sweeter than honey.
Its Trees:

The Pool
Testing the
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In Paradise there is a tree under the shadow of which a rider can travel for a hundred years without covering the
distance completely. Fruit will hang near and in abundance.
Its Tents:

The Bridge

Each tent is a hollow pearl whose height is thirty miles and in each corner of it the believer shall have a family
unseen by others.

The Hellfire

The People of Paradise:

The Arched Bridge
Paradise

They will be hairless, and will look as if their eyes are lined with kohl. Their clothes will never wear out and their
youth will never fade. They will enter Paradise like the moon when it is full. They shall never spit, or sneeze nor
shall they urinate or excrete. Their utensils will be of gold and their combs of gold and silver; their sweat shall be
musk.
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Paradise
The First to Enter Paradise:
The first to enter will be Prophet Muḥammad
and Abu Bakr aṣ-Ṣidiq. This will be followed by the Martyr; a
pious believer who has a large family and abstains from begging and a slave who worships Allãh the All Mighty
profoundly and is loyal to his master.
The woman of Paradise:
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If one of the women of Heaven were to look out upon the earth, she would fill the space between heaven and earth
illumination and perfume and the covering which is on her head is better than the world and all it contains.
The Bliss of the Last Person to Enter Paradise
It will be said to him wish for what ever you desire and it will be granted to you and ten folds unmatched in this
world.
The Masters among the People of Heaven:
They are Abu Bakr and cUmar (masters of the middle-aged), al-Ḥasan and al-Ḥussein (masters of the youth). And
the finest women of Heaven are Khadijah the daughter of Khuwailid, Faṭimah the daughter of Muḥammad
,
Mary the daughter of Imran and Asia daughter of Muzaḥim the wife of pharaoh.
Servants of the People of Paradise:
Immortal boys of perpetual freshness shall fulfill their needs, if you saw them; you would think they were scattered
pearls.

The Bridge

Vision of the Devine Countenance:

The Hellfire

One of the greatest delights of Heaven is the gaze upon the Countenance of God (Great and Glorious is He). “ Some
faces on that day will be radiant, looking upon their Lord” (75:22, 23).
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The Almighty says, “…And as for those who are fortunate they shall be in Paradise, abiding therein for as long as
the heavens and the earth endure except what your Lord may will, an endless bounty” (11:108).

Eternal Life

The Prophet
said, “After the people of Paradise enter Paradise and the People of the Fire enter Hell, Death will
be brought foreword. Then it will be said, 'O people of Paradise!' Thereupon they will raise their heads and stare
apprehensively. Then it will be said, 'O people of Hell!' Whereupon its inhabitants will raise their heads in hope of
intercession. After this the people of Paradise and the inhabitants of the Fire will be addressed thus: 'Do you know
what this is?' They will all reply: 'We know it; it is Death, which is assigned to us.' Thereupon Death will be placed
on its side and slaughtered on the wall. Finally it will be said, 'O people of Paradise, eternity and no death. O
people of Hell, eternity, and no death.”

Dear Reader
Following this journey of faith through man‟s life and the Hereafter, We ask Allãh (Sublime and Exalted is He) to accept the best of our deeds
and to make us firm in Islam and not to make us of the wretched, who are deprived, but rather of those whom Allãh (Sublime and Exalted is He)
has removed from them sorrow on the Day of Judgment. The Almighty says, “ …And they will say, „Praise be to God Who has removed grief
from us. Truly our Lord is Forgiving, Appreciative, Who out of His favour has made us to dwell in the Abode of [everlasting] Stay, wherein no
toil shall touch us, nor shall we be touched by any fatigue” (35:34, 35).
We also ask Allãh (Exalted is He) to make the Hereafter our main concern. Ibn al-Qaim al-Jawziyah (mercy upon him) said in his book „A
Collection of Wise Sayings‟ (al-Fawa‟id): “If a servant of Allãh begins his day and ends it having no concern other than Allãh the Almighty, then
Allãh will fulfill all his needs and alleviate all his worries. He will free his heart for His love, his tongue for His remembrance and his limbs for
His service and if he begins his day and ends it, engrossed in this world and its vanities, Allãh the Almighty will make him bear its grief, its
distress and its wretchedness and leave him to himself. His heart will be busy with the love of people rather than the love of Allah. His tongue
will be busy with remembering them rather than remembering Allah and he will endeavor to serve them rather than serve Allah. Allãh (Exalted is
He) says, “…And whoever withdraws from the Remembrance of the Compassionate One, We assign for him a devil and he becomes his
companion” (43:36).
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